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Press Release 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
From: Margaret Smith, Executive Director 
           Great River Road Visitor and Learning Center 
 200 Monroe St., Prescott, WI  54021 
 715-262-0104, www.freedomparkwi.org 
Subject:  Great River Road Learning Center holds National Park Junior Ranger Program 
Date:  July 18, 2011 
 
The Great River Road Learning Center began its free 2011 summer Junior Ranger Program on Saturday, 
July 16.  The 4 weekend program is led by National Park Service Rangers and is part of the National Park 
Service Partner Site relationship with the Great River Road Learning Center.  Mississippi National River 
and Recreation Area Park Rangers Brian Valentine and Holly Marsh will lead the two hour programs held 
on July 16 and 23.  St. Croix National Scenic Riverway Rangers will lead the programs on July 30 and 
August 6.  A graduation ceremony will be held on August 6 as well, with Junior Ranger badges from both 
National Parks awarded to the participants.  For more information about this program for children ages 8-
12, contact Margaret Smith, 715-262-0104. 
 

  
Caption: Kids use binoculars provided by the National Park Service to spot bird species.  
Participants were allowed to keep the binoculars.   Photo by Margaret Smith 
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Caption:  Kids made their own barges and used coins to determine how much weight
their boats could carry, as they learned about barge traffic on the Mississippi River 
from Ranger Brian Valentine.  Photo by Margaret Sm

 
Caption:  Participants led by Ranger Holly Marsh, made nature buttons to take 
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